
Phase 2 Q & A Questions for Mr. Morrison March 10, 2021

Q:Will students know which teachers will be onsite or teaching virtual?

No, although most of the virtual teachers are coming back, some are remaining virtual and have
a right to privacy so I can’t list them

Q:When will teachers communicate that to students? Before making the decision to be
in-person or virtual?

Teachers will be communicating to students soon but not necessarily before 3/22.

Q:Do students need to choose by tomorrow?

We will not be closing the google doc tomorrow, but we will have to close it sometime next
week.

Q:Can currently quarantining students choose in-person?

Yes, and they would attend when the quarantine concludes

Q:How will assessments be fair?

No closed book assessments are given on in-person days (A-D days) including AP classes.

Q:Must you choose 3/22 as your return date?

The return dates are: next Tuesday, March 16 for grades 11 & 12 and the week of 3/22 for
grades 9 & 10.

Q:How will teachers teach differently once Phase 2 starts? Will they teach to the virtual students
or those in class?

Because we will still have students who are full-virtual, the methods of teaching will remain
largely the same.  This being said, the motivating factors for returning to school are primarily
based on the social-emotional benefits of a set routine, of being around peers, and interacting
in-person with a caring staff

Q:If a teacher chooses to continue to teach remotely, will they be allowed to do so?

Some teachers will still be granted permission to teach remotely. However, most teachers
currently teaching remotely will be returning.

Q:What if you plan on traveling for April Break or Passover?

If you travel to a non-local state, you are required to notify the Health Office and quarantine
accordingly.



Q:When do seniors have to be home from travel to participate in the Tux show? Can virtual
students participate in the Tux show?

Seniors have to be home April 9 to be safe. Yes, virtual students can participate.

Q:Will there be Olympics?

Yes. Probably in early June with a focus on afternoon outdoor activities in the spirit of
elementary school field days.

Q:If your child goes to a different state over the weekend, when can they return to in-person?

After a 14 day quarantine, under the direction of the school Health Office

Q:How many rooms will not have desks that are 6 feet apart?

In line with our Phase I plan, potentially all rooms may have desks not 6 feet apart.  We will cap
individual classes at 14 students, and have a minimum of 3 feet spacing between students.  In
addition, we require masks at all times, and have desk shields and fresh air flow.  All that being
said, at this time I believe it highly unlikely that many, if any, sections will have more than 14
students in them.

Q:If a student is in a classroom with less than 6 feet between students and someone becomes
positive, will they be required to quarantine?

Yes. - within 6 feet for 15 minutes or more is deemed an exposure requiring quarantining.

Q:By sending my student back to school, increasing the risk of quarantine, may that jeopardize
their ability to participate in sports if required to quarantine?

Students in quarantine are not able to participate in sports.

Q:Do you have to do anything if you are already hybrid to join Phase 2 in-person learning?

No action is required.

Q:Can students move from virtual to full time? What is the deadline to move to in-person?

Students move to in-person learning by submitting the form on the google doc. The deadline is
March 11, but we will process requests through next week as space permits.

Q:If the in-person student is absent but participates virtually, why are they marked absent? How
is this fair as it appears staff can choose to be virtual occasionally?

Staff cannot choose to teach virtually; they must be granted permission.  In the fall we had
students choose to be virtual for a single day, and over time it became impossible for teachers
to plan activities for the students they thought would be in-person.   If you choose in-person, we
expect you to be here

Q:Can parents decide to bring  a student back after a sports season is over?



They can apply and each request will be taken on a case by case basis by the principal under
the guidelines of policy 1648.

Q:If a 9th grader is in-person, can they leave and return to campus during IDT?

Yes - during COVID only, 9th graders have an open campus.

Q:How does a sibling coming home from college impact a student coming to school in-person?

Unless the sibling develops symptoms the student may attend school

Q:If a student is vaccinated, does a student need to quarantine due to travel?

Yes.

Q:How does vaccination impact sports? Will vaccinated players have to quarantine from sports
if exposed?

They may not have to quarantine, but need to contact and follow the direction of the Health
Office.

Q:What are the selection deadlines?

March 11, but we will process through early next week

Q:Will absent in-person students be allowed to take tests virtually?

Yes

Q:Any news if clubs will happen in-person? After school?

We hope more and more clubs continue to pivot to in-person meetings and follow the example
of the successful Ultimate Frisbee Club

Q:If you have a teacher who is virtual, does the student have to take the class in the cafeteria?

Yes, because the time between classes is only 4 minutes

Q:Will students have gym first period?

As of now no, not live

Q:If a student chooses to take an AP exam in-person, but is a virtual student, how will this be
handled?

The student will have to complete the symptom tracker.

Q:Will Mondays always be virtual?

Yes, except when we have less than a five-day week (for example the week of March 29th)



Q:Can students who travel get COVID tested after travel and attend Tux Show without
quarantining?

No, sorry

Q:How are tests fair for in-person students who are being watched versus students who are
virtual and not being watched?

All tests in school should be open-notes, so the incentive to stay home to cheat should be
minimal.

Q:With the 1st wave of juniors and seniors attending in-person, do the other hybrid students
come in-person?

9 & 10 graders for the week of March 15 will attend in their cohorts.

Q:If a student has antibodies, can they still travel without quarantining?

No, sorry..

Q:Why don’t we test high school students like they do in most colleges?

I’m not sure of the legality of a public schools requiring testing, and I also worry if we did it would
create a false sense of security and lead to students becoming lax

Q:When will students be told there will be no finals?

The horse left the barn in an email this afternoon, March 10th.

Q:Does everyone have to fill out the form for Phase 2?

No. Only those switching from virtual to in-person learning.

Q:If you travel out of state, can you learn remotely? Will you be marked absent?

Yes and no.  While you are on vacation, those absences do count.  When you return and are in
quarantine, those absences do not count.  You may attend classes virtually during both the
vacation and the quarantine.  Please note: I use vacation to cover all travel - it is understood
many examples of travel are not vacations.

Q:Why are we keeping with the 2 week quarantine, if the CDC says it is 10 days?

School Nurse Casiello advises that although the CDC minimum is 10 days, Tenafly Public
Schools protocols require 14 days of quarantine until we are out of the orange stage.

Q:How do you recommend talking to your students if they are content to stay home instead of
returning in-person?



Students may not realize the benefits mentally and emotionally of returning to school and having
some social contact with other students.  Please feel free to reach out to your child’s counselor
and they can speak to your child as well.

Q:What is the reasoning behind not offering a 2 day a week in-person option?

In the interest of knowing who is in day to day, and providing both the staff and the students with
a consistent routine, this was decided at the district-level for all schools.

Q:Will E Days return to 1:04 like the other days?

We have no plans of changing the E Day schedule as of now.

Q:Will you disclose the number of in-person students returning to in-person?

We will know that number by the end of March and can provide it when asked.

Q:Is it possible that too many students come back to in-person?

Most likely no. We have plenty of space in our overflow Zoom rooms to accommodate hundreds
of more students if needed.

Q:Is there a chance you will be shut out for in-person if you don’t opt for in-person before the
May 3rd deadline?

Yes, there is a chance, but it is not likely.


